All amino acids, solvents and reagents were purchased from sigma Aldrich company and were used as received. All reaction mixtures were stirred magnetically and were monitored by thinlayer chromatography using silica gel precoated glass plates, which were visualized with UV light and then, developed using iodine. Column chromatography was carried out using silica gel To a solution of N α -protected hydroxamic acid in DMSO (5 mL), I 2 (0.3 equiv) and amino acid ester (1.2 equiv) were added at rt and stirred. After completion of the reaction, as monitored by TLC analysis (5-30 min), the solvent was removed under reduced pressure and the crude residue was diluted with EtOAc (20 mL). The organic layer was washed with 10% Na 2 CO 3 (15 mL), 10% citric acid (15 mL), water (10 mL) and brine solution (10 mL), dried over anhydrous Na 2 SO 4 and evaporated in vacuo. The crude residue was purified through silica gel column chromatography (100-200 mesh), EtOAc/hexane (40:60) as eluent to obtain dipeptide esters.
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Racemization
Epimerization study of the optimized reaction conditions was analyzed by chiral HPLC. The diastereomeric products Fmoc-(L)-Phg-Phe-OMe 7l and its epimer Fmoc-(D)-Phg-PheOMe7l*and their equimolar mixture(7l and 7l*) showed different retention times. Which indicates the present protocol is free from racemization.
Chiral HPLC particulars:
Agilent 1100 series having G1311B VWD at λ max = 254 nm.
Column Type: phenomenex made Lux, pore size-5u, Amylose-2.
Column Dimensions: diameter x length = 250 x 4.60 mm.
Flow rate: 0.5 ml/min, 30 min.
Method: n-hexane: 2-propanol (70:30). 
